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Fairbanks: Moses Elias Levy Yulee

MOSES ELIAS LEVY YULEE
By GEORGE R. FAIRBANKS

I came to St. Augustine in 1842 as Clerk of the
U. S. Superior Court, being then only 22 years of
age. Moses E. Levy, then a man well advanced in
life was residing there and was involved in a good
deal of litigation in reference to the title to lands
he had purchased from F. M. Arredondo and Son,
amounting to 70,000 or 80,000 acres in all. The
lands had not been surveyed and were partly held
in common with other parties, notably the large
Arredondo Grant. As he frequently came to the
Clerk’s office to examine papers and take notes,
I became quite well acquainted with him and we
became friends, as much as an old man and young
man can be. A year or two afterwards, he made
me a proposition, as I had been admitted to the
bar, that I should take charge of his law suits and
land matters, and furnish him as a loan with some
money to meet costs and expenses, and receive five
per cent, either from sale of lands or in land. This
I agreed to and acted for him as his confidential
adviser and agent; and at the end of ten years I
had the satisfaction of closing up our agreement,
leaving him free of litigation, the possessor of large
bodies of lands, and land contracts and money to
make him comfortable the balance of his life. He
had stipulated that I should act as his executor,
but had not made a new will at the time of his
death at Virginia Springs. He occasionally talked
with me concerning his previous life, and said his
father was the Grand Vizier of the Emperor of
Morocco, and discovered a conspiracy on the part
NOTE - This sketch of Moses E. Levy was written by Major
Fairbanks in 1901. We are indebted for it to the late Rev.
James G. Glass, his son-in-law.
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